ATC
SCM 7 £480

IZTd Neutral tonal balance; good
resolution; build quality

LEEILE Low sensitivity means
careful partnering is essential

Verdict . & & & ¢

The SCM 7s are a great
achievement and bring ATCs

values to a wider audience )
- = -

I there’s any design set to upset
the status quo at this price point
here it is. The SCM 7s received a
rave review back in July's First
Tesrs and come from a manu-
facturer whose attentions — until
very recently — remained res-
olutely in the £1000+ area of the
market, where its products enjoy
a reputation for both quality
build and sheer performance.

Il neutrality and resolution are
your thing then these mini mon-
itors are for you. No rival can
match them when it comes to
reprocducing the purity of a voice
or the shimmer of a cymbal,

while with the soundtrack to
Gladiator their authority and
composure  during  orchestral
crescendos shines through.

Much of this grip is due to the
fact that ATC has eschewed port
loading the mid/bass driver in
favour of a sealed enclosure.
The idea is to improve low fre-
quency definition and control
and, while ultimate bass exten-
sion and weight fall short of that
achieved by larger standmoun-
ters such as the Dynaudios here,
the 30cm-tall SCM 7s play tighter
at low frequencies.

A revealing nature and low
sensitivity means these ATCs are
fussy about partnering electron-
ics. Think 50 waus per channel
as a minimum. As with all the
speakers in this test biwiring
gives the most open and dynam-
ic results and, unusually, the
ATCs are designed 1o sound best
with the grilles on. It just shows
that extraordinary sound bene-
fits from an unusual approach.

Sensitivity 83 dB/W/m Impedance 8 ohms
Magnetically shielded No Tweeter 25mm soft dome

Mid/bass 12cm polyester weave cone

Cabinet size 30x16x21cm (hxwxd) Biwirable Yes

The ATCs play things tight and boast a purity of tone unsurpassed at the price




